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A new species, Argyrolobium parviflorum T.J. Edwards, is described from the Baviaanskloof Mountains in the 
eastern Cape. Thetaxonomy of A. campicola Harms is clarified. 
'n Nuwe spesie, Argyrolobium parviflorum T.J. Edwards, vanaf die Baviaanskloofberge van die Oos-Kaap 
word beskryf. Die taksonomie van A. campicola Harms word opgeklaar. 
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Introduction 
Within the genus Argyrolobium, a plexus of endemic species 
occurs in the eastern Cape. In some instances these species 
are known from a few herbarium specimens and their 
conservation status is uncertain. Often distinct species await 
recognition with the revision of genera. A. parviflorum is 
one such endemic. Other species have been circumscribed 
but have never achieved full recognition; A. campicola 
Harms is representative of this situation. Either scenario can 
result in the insidious demise of the species concerned 
through mismanagement. 
Description 
Argyrolobium parvijlorum T.1. Edwards sp. nov., 
affinis A. incano sed differt minore; foliolis minoribus et 
valde costatis; floribus multo minoribus. Type: South 
Africa: Steytlerville: Baviaanskloof, Enkeldoorn track, Klein 
Rivier, Snijman 338 (NBG!, PRE! holotypus). 
Shrub, up to 1 m tall, erect, well branched; stems veluti-
nous, becoming glabrous. Leaves velutinous; leaflets 5 - 9 
x 4 - 6 mm, broadly obovate, abaxial costae prominent, 
reticulate, apex rounded to emarginate, apiculate; petiole 1.5 
- 6 mm long; stipules 0.25 - 2 x 0.25 - 0.5 mm, setaceous 
or lanceolate, caducous. Inflorescence pseudo-umbellate, 1 -
4-flowered, terminal, becoming leaf-opposed; peduncle 4 -
5 (- 9) mm long; bracts 1 - 1.5 x 0.25 - 0.5 mm; bracte-
oles narrowly ovate to linear, 0.5 - 1 x 0.25 mm. Calyx 
velutinous, deeply bilabiate; upper lobes 5 - 6 mm long, 
upper sinus vestigial; lower lip 7 - 8 mm long, lobes vesti-
gial. Corolla yellow; standard suborbicular, 8 - 9 x 7.5 -
8.5 mm, adaxial surface sericeous apically, base rounded; 
claw 1.5 - 2 mm long; wings oblong to obovate, 9 - 9.5 x 
3 - 3.5 mm, with lunate-lamellate sculpturing in the basal 
and upper central zones; claw I - 2 mm long; keel acutely 
cymbiform, 6.5 - 7 x 3 mm; claw I - 2 mm long. Stamens 
monadelphous, sheath completely fused above. Pistil 
narrowly oblong; ovary 5 - 6 mm long; style 3 mm long. 
Fruit velutinous, compressed (only immature fruits seen). 
Seeds not seen. 
The reticulate costae which occur on the abaxial leaf sur-
faces and the small flowers make A. parviflorum a distinc-
tive species. Its alliances are not clear although the shrubby 
habit and distribution infer some relationship with A. 
incanum Eckl. & Zeyh. However, the latter is a tall virgate 
shrub with much larger, orbicular leaflets (Figure 1). 
Specimens examined 
CAPE. -3324 (Steytlerville): along Enkeldoorn Track, Klein 
Rivier, lower Baviaanskloof Mountains (-CB), Snijman 338 
(NBG, holo.; PRE, iso.); pass between Cambria and Combrink, 
Baviaanskloof (-DA), Lewis 66037 (SAM); Cambria (-DA) , 
Compton 23483 (NBG) (Figure 2). 
Description 
Argyrolobium campicola Harms in Berichte der 
Deutschen Botanisehen Gesellschaft 35: 182 (1917). Type: 
Transvaal, high veld between the Drakensberg and Pretoria, 
Wilms 271 (holo. Bt; icono. BM!). 
Herbaceous perennial, 80 - 280 mm tall, erect or decum-
bent; stems pilose. Roots ligneous, perennial. Leaves pilose 
on both surfaces; leaflets 8 - 24 x 3.5 - 9 mm, obovate to 
elliptic; apex acute to rounded, mucronate; petiole pilose, 2 
- 5 mm long; stipules foliaceous, connate in the lower half, 
6 - 20 x 2 - 8 mm. Inflorescence I-flowered, initially 
terminal but becoming leaf-opposed; peduncle 30 - 65 mm 
long; bracts linear or setaceous 3 - 9 x 0.25 - 2 mm; bract-
eoles linear or setaceous 1 - 5 x 0.25 - 1 mm. Calyx pilose, 
deeply bilabiate; upper lobes 8.5 - 11 mm long, upper sinus 
6 - 9 mm; lower lip 9 - 11 mm long, lobes 3 - 4 mm long. 
Corolla bright yellow fading to russet; standard suborbicu-
lar, 11 - 16 x 8.5- 14 mm, adaxial surface sparingly 
sericeous, base cordate; claw 1 - 2 mm long; wings oblong 
to obovate, 8 - 11 x 3.5 - 4 mm, sparingly sericeous; claw 
1 - 2 mm long, with vestigial sculpturing; keel cymbiform, 
8 - 10 x 4 - 5 mm, sometimes sparingly sericeous along 
the lower suture; claw 1 - 2 mm long. Stamens monadel-
phous, sheath fused adaxially. Pistil narrowly oblong; ovary 
4 - 5 mm long; style 3 - 4 mm long. Fruit sparsely pilose, 
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Figure 1 Argyrolobium parviflorum. A. Habit (bar = 20 mm); 
B. flower, lateral view (bar = 2 mm); C. standard, adaxial view 
(bar = 2 mm); D. calyx, lateral view (bar = 2 mm); E. wing (bar = 
2 mm); F. keel (bar = 2 mm). Voucher: Snijman 338 (NBG). 
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Figure 2 The known distribution of Argyrolobium parviflorum 
(.) and Argyrolobium camplcola (e) . 
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Figure 3 Argyrolobium campicola. A. Habit (bar = 10 mm); B. leaf (bar = 3 mm); C. standard, frontal view (bar = 2 mm); D. keel (bar 
= 2 mm); E. wing (bar = 2 mm); F. calyx. inner surface (bar = 2 mm). Voucher: Shirley s .n. (NU) . 
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30 - 55 x 3.5 - 4 mm. Seeds suborbicular, laterally com-
pressed, 1.75 - 2.5 mm, light to dark brown. 
A. campicola was described in 1917 but the name has not 
received widespread recognition. The destruction of the type 
material in Berlin and the relative paucity of collections 
have probably contributed to this. Collections of A. campi-
cola have been confused with A. pauciflorum Eckl. & Zeyh. 
The former is easily distinguished by its large basally 
connate stipules and short petioles (Figure 3). 
Specimens examined 
TRANSVAAL.-2528 (Pretoria): 10 miles east of Pretoria on 
road to Bronkhorstspruit, Pienaarsrivier (-CA) , De Winter 5978 
(PRE); Queenswood, along the railway at the northern end of 
Shilling Station (- CB), Reid 1175 (PRE). 
-2628 (Johannesburg): Germiston, Roodekop Station (-AA), 
Codd 3630 (PRE); Geduld, Witwatersrand (-AB), Moss 16025 
(BM). 
ORANGE FREE ST ATE.-2727 (Kroonstad): Leeuspruit & 
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Vredefort (-AB) , Bartlett-Hamilton s.n. (EM); Heilbron (-BD), 
Wallace sn. (GRA). 
-2828 (Bethlehem): in hills around Bethlehem (-AB), Bolus 
8145 (BOL). 
NATAL.-2830 (Dundee): Thornbury (-AA) , Shirley s.n. (NU) 
(Figure 2). 
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